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REPORT. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — I  present 
herewith  the  fortieth  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  East  Barnet  Urban  Sanitary  District — for  the 
year  1913. 

The  Report  is  arranged  similarly  to  those  of 
previous  years,  and  as  the  information  contained  is 
intended  for  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the 
Herts  County  Council,  some  of  the  details  herein 
mentioned  also  appeared  in  the  last  Report. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of 
District. — -The  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  East  Barnet 
Valley  is  within  the  administrative  county  of  Hertford, 
being  situate  on  the  extreme  southern  portion  of  the 
county.  Geographically,  however,  the  District  is 
almost  wholly  surrounded  by  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
the  exception  being  the  north-western  portion  of  the 
boundary,  which  adjoins  the  Urban  Sanitary  District 
of  Barnet  (Herts).  The  remaining  Districts  adjoining 
the  Council’s  area  are  all  Urban  Sanitary  Districts, 
situate  within  the  county  of  Middlesex,  viz.  : — On  the 
north,  Enfield ;  on  the  south  and  south-east, 
Southgate;  on  the  south-west,  Friern  Barnet. 

The  District  Council  was  formed  in  April  1894,  to 
succeed  the  old  Local  Board. 

The  District  comprises  the  parishes  of  East 
Barnet,  Barnet  Vale,  and  Monken  Hadley,  the  total 
area  being  2,636  acres.  As  its  name  implies  it  lies  on 
the  sides  of  a  valley  extending  from  Hadley  in  the 
north,  to  Brunswick  Park  in  the  south.  The  principal 
portion  of  the  District  is  divided  by  the  main  line  of  the 
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Great  Northern  Railway  from  King’s  Cross  to  the  north, 
while  it  is  also  bounded  on  the  east  and  west 
respectively  by  the  main  roads  leading  from  London 
northwards  through  Southgate  and  Barnet. 

The  general  character  of  the  District  is  residential  ; 
the  area  on  the  west  of  the  railway  has  been 
conveniently  planned,  and  consists  principally  of  good 
class  detached  and  semi-detached  villa  residences,  the 
altitude  varying  from  200  to  400  feet  above  ordance 
datum.  The  District  forms  a  portion  of  a  much  wider 
area  noted  for  the  healthfulness  of  its  climate,  and 
popularly  known  in  and  around  the  metropolis  as  the 
“  Northern  Heights.'' 

On  the  east  of  the  railway  are  situate  the  older 
portions  of  the  District,  including  the  village  of  East 
Barnet,  and  Brunswick  Park  at  the  southern  extremity, 
most  of  which  is  developed  for  a  much  smaller  class  of 
property,  and  is  consequently  more  densely  populated. 

Industries  and  Occupations.  —  The  industries 
carried  on  within  the  District  are  not  extensive,  and 
have  not  increased  at  all.  There  are  three  Factories, 
and  including  Laundries  and  Bakeries  about  fifty 
“  workshops."  A  large  number  of  the  workers  are 
artisans  and  mechanics  of  various  trades,  whose 
occupations  take  them  outside  the  District.  The 
conditions  of  employment  are  generally  satisfactory, 
and  no  special  circumstances  exist  which  are 
prejudicial  to  the  Public  Health. 

Housing  Accommodation. — The  general  accom¬ 
modation  can  be  gauged  by  the  table  below  in  which  is 
shown  the  number  of  rooms  in  various  tenements,  and 
the  number  of  persons  occupying  such  tenements. 
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This  table  shows  that  the  bulk  of  the  population 
— over  9,000 — live  in  tenements  of  from  4  to  7  rooms, 
the  smaller  tenement  being  largely  flats,  an  undesirable 
class  of  property  in  a  suburban  District  such  as  this, 
for  the  labouring  classes. 


It  appears  that  there  are  43  tenements  with 
more  than  2  occupants  per  room.  But  since  a 
“  tenement  ”  usually  includes  a  kitchen,  and  the  room 
is  not  commonly  used  as  a  sleeping  room,  it  is  certain 
that  there  are  many  more  tenements  which  have  rooms 
occupied  at  night  by  more  than  2,  perhaps  up  to 
several  persons,  than  would  appear  from  the  statement 
in  the  Table. 


The  number  of  persons  occupying  the  above 
mentioned  43  tenements  is  351,  about  3  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  population  of  this  District,  and  averages 
about  2 '6  occupants  per  room.  From  this  it  would 
seem  that  the  amount  of  general  overcrowding  cannot 
be  very  great. 


The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Council 
to  consider  the  question  of  providing  house  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  working  classes  has  held  many 
meetings,  and  still  have  the  matter  on  hand,  but  no 
conclusion  has  yet  been  arrived  at.  It  is  doubtless 
difficult  to  estimate  the  actual  need  for  more  work¬ 
men’s  dwellings,  but  one  may  feel  sure  that  many  at 
present  living  in  portions  of  houses  would  gladly  take 
a  whole  cottage,  if  one  could  be  got  at  a  suitable  rent. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

to  the  number  of  houses  in  the  district  let  at  weekly  rents  of  8s,  and  under. 
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It  is  true  that  no  application  has  been  made  to 
the  Council  by  workmen  for  the  erection  of  suitable 
dwellings  at  a  cheap  rental,  but  it  is  also  true  that  not 
a  single  house  has  been  erected  during  the  last  five 
years  to  let  at  less  than  8  shillings  a  week,  and  this  I 
consider  is  more  than  the  labourer  can  be  expected  to 
pay,  especially  in  the  District,  where  living  is  dear. 

The  preceding  tables  show  the  number  of  houses 
in  the  District  let  at  weekly  rents  of  8  shillings  and 
under,  and  summary  of  empty  property. 

Population.— I  think  the  population  has  been  over¬ 
estimated  the  last  two  or  three  years.  The  number 
of  houses  in  the  District  is  2,562,  and  this  multiplied 
by  4*8,  the  number  of  occupants  per  house  according 
to  the  census  of  1911,  gives  a  population  of  12,300. 
Very  little  building  has  been  done  during  the  last  few 
years,  therefore  the  number  of  inhabitants  has  been 
practically  stationary  since  1911. 

Birth  Rate. — The  births  registered  during  the 
year  1913  numbered  228,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  18*5 
per  1  poo.  9  births  were  illegitimate. 

Death  Rate.— The  number  of  deaths  registered  as 
having  actually  occurred  in  the  District  is  107,  giving 
a  death  rate  of  8*7  per  1,000.  1  death  occurred  which 

did  not  belong  to  this  District,  and  25  deaths  of 
residents  occurred  outside  the  District,  making  a  net 
total  of  132,  and  giving  a  death  rate  of  10*7.  To 
obtain  a  death  rate  comparable  with  other  Districts 
with  regard  to  age  and  sex  distribution,  the  above  rate 
must  be  multiplied  by  a  factor  of  9  935,  supplied  by 
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the  Superintendent  of  Statistics  at  the  General 
Register  Office.  This  gives  a  corrected  death  rate  of 
io'5  for  the  year  1913. 

Infant  Mortality, — Rate  of  deaths  under  one 
year  of  age  per  1,000  births  registered .  Under  this 
heading  12  deaths  were  registered,  the  rate  being  52  7. 
Only  3  deaths  were  due  to  diarrhoea  and  enteritis. 

The  rate  throughout  the  County  is  62  6.  For 
Urban  Districts  it  is  65,  and  for  Rural  Districts 
58*8.  In  September  last  I  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  circular  issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  concerning  measures  to  be  taken  to  reduce 
Infant  Mortality — and  especially  with  regard  to 
appointing  a  Health  Visitor.  The  Council  have  not 
thought  fit  to  take  any  step  in  this  direction. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  not  at  any 

time  very  prevalent.  1  death  was  due  to  measles,  and 
2  to  whooping  cough. 

Scarlet  Fever.— 22  cases  were  notified,  and  20  of 
these  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The 
disease  was  of  a  mild  order,  and  no  cases  proved 
fatal.  Several  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  amongst 
the  children  attending  the  Girls  School  at  Cockfosters, 
and  caused  such  a  scare  that  the  Manager  thought  it 
advisable  to  close  the  School  about  a  fortnight  before 
the  Christmas  holidays  commenced. 

Diphtheria.— 1 5  cases  were  notified,  and  7  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  None  of  the  cases 
proved  fatal.  A  good  supply  of  antitoxin  is  always 
kept  at  the  Council  office,  and  is  extremely  useful. 


Tuberculosis. — 9  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
— consumption  —  and  7  cases  of  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  were  notified ;  8  cases  of  consumption 
died  during  the  year  1913. 

On  receipt  of  notification  of  a  case  of  Tuberculosis 
a  visit  is  paid  in  suitable  cases  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  who  advises  the  patient  and  relatives  as  to 
the  proper  means  for  preventing  the  spread  of 
infection. 

Where  a  case  has  ended  fatally  the  house  is 
promptly  disinfected.  Disinfection  was  carried  out  in 
at  least  6  cases. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  are  afforded  by 
the  Council  in  all  cases  of  Infectious  disease  when 
required  by  Medical  Practitioners.  These  are  carried 
out  by  the  Clinical  Research  Association.  36  such 
examinations  were  made  during  the  past  year. 

Milk  Supply.-  —This  remains  just  as  mentioned 
im  my  previous  Report,  and  I  have  nothing  further  to 
add. 

The  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milkshops  have  been 
periodically  inspected  and  kept  under  supervision,  and 
are  on  the  whole  fairly  satisfactory. 

Disinfection. — Rooms  are  disinfected  by  spraying 
with  a  solution  of  formalin.  Bedding,  wearing  apparel, 
etc.,  are  disinfected  by  steam,  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  The  disinfector — a  Washington  Lyons — is 
unfortunately  rather  small,  a  so-called  3  ft.  6  in.  size, 
but  the  cage  that  actually  holds  the  articles  to  be 
disinfected  is  only  2  ft.  4  in.  in  width,  consequently 
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large  and  bulky  articles,  like  large  mattresses,  and 
feather  beds,  must  be  tightly  covered  up  and 
compressed  to  get  them  inside,  and  this  must  militate 
against  thorough  disinfection,  at  least  unless  much 
extra  time  is  allowed. 

Isolation  Hospital, — From  its  earliest  days  the 
limitations  of  the  present  Hospital,  constructed  of 
galvanized  iron,  have  been  apparent,  and  the  absence 
of  an  Observation  Ward  and  a  Discharge  Block  has 
been  severely  felt.  The  number  of  beds  provided  for 
the  accommodation  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  also  been 
found  to  be  quite  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  large 
combined  area  served  by  the  Hospital. 

In  the  early  months  of  1912  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet 
Fever  led  to  the  formation  of  a  Special  Committee  to 
consider  the  necessity  of  enlarging  the  Hospital, 

The  difficulty  to  be  faced  in  a  small  Hospital 
was  that  the  multiplication  of  buildings  necessitated 
corresponding  increase  of  staff,  and  therefore  corres¬ 
ponding  increase  in  the  cost  of  administration. 

The  plan  of  combining  two  blocks  under  one  roof 
was  therefore  adopted,  and  constitutes  the  basis  of  the 
new  Pavilion. 

The  following  particulars  of  the  new  hospital  have 
been  very  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  Harnett,  the  Medical 
Superintendent. 

The  New  Pavilion.  --  This  building,  now  in 
course  of  completion — has  been  erected  upon  a  portion 
of  the  vacant  land  belonging  to  the  Hospital,  north  of 
the  existing  building,  and  will  provide  accommodation 
for  sixteen  patients. 
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The  building  is  of  the  Pavilion  type,  i  1 7  ft.  long  by 
31  ft.  wide,  with  a  verandah  8ft.  wide  on  either  side. 
In  the  central  portion  of  the  block  is  the  duty  room, 
general  and  linen  stores.  Immediately  adjoining,  on 
either  side,  are  four  specially  constructed  observation 
cubicles,  13  ft.  by  11*9  ft.,  the  inner  walls  of  which 
are  of  plate  glass,  and  entrance  to  which  is  obtained 
from  the  verandah.  Beyond  the  cubicles  are  2  wards 
36  ft.  by  28’8  ft.  for  scarlet  fever  cases.  There  is  a 
large  circular  observation  window  on  either  side  of  the 
duty  room,  whereby  the  whole  of  the  patients  will  be 
in  complete  view  of  the  nurse  in  charge. 

Separated  from  the  main  building  by  a  corridor 
5  ft.  wide  are  the  sanitary  blocks  to  screen  each  ward. 
These  comprise  in  each  block,  sink  room,  2  w.c.'s  and 
a  set  of  three  communicating  rooms,  viz.,  undressing 
room  for  the  removal  of  infected  clothing,  bath  room, 
and  dressing  room,  which  can  be  used  as  a  discharge 
room  when  occasion  requires. 

The  floors  are  of  asbestos  jointless  flooring, 
and  the  walls  are  of  Keen’s  cement,  painted  and 
enamelled.  The  heating  installation  adopted  is  the 
low  pressure  hot  water  system. 

The  ventilating  system  is  that  known  as  the 
Natural  System,  Boyd’s  extractors  being  used. 

The  fabric  is  of  brick,  with  picked  stock  facings, 
relieved  with  red  brick  arches. 

The  buildings  have  been  erected  in  accordance 
with  plans  prepared  by,  and  under  the  superintendance 
of  Mr.  Arthur  E.  Pitt,  the  Architect  entrusted  with 
the  carrying  out  of  the  work. 
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Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  derived 
from  deep  wells,  and  is  of  great  purity,  though  a  little 
hard. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning. — The  work  under 
the  Act  of  1909  has  been  continued,  and  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  carried  out.  The  full  details  appear  in 
the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  most 
thoroughly  performed  the  duties  in  connection  with  the 
inspection  of  those  parts  of  the  District  ordered  by  the 
Committee.  I  append  the  following  information  at  the 
request  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  showing 
particulars  of  Inspections  made  and  notices  issued 
during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under,  and  for  the 

purposes  of  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909.  ...  195 

_  • 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (or  parts  of  dwelling 


houses)  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to  be 
in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  representations  made  to  Local  Authority, 

with  a  view  to  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  2 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses,  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied,  without  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  142 

Number  of  Dwelling  houses,  which  after  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders,  were  put  into  a  fit  state  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


The  following  short  summary  will  show  how  the  property 
inspected  during  the  year  has  been  dealt  with  by  the  Inspector, 
viz : — 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  195 

Number  of  Notices  issued,  81,  affecting  177  Houses  ...  177 

„  ,,  Premises  not  requiring  notice  ...  ...  18 


4 


Total 


195 


15 


The  Bakehouses,  Slaughter  Houses,  Cowsheds, 
Dairies,  and  Milkshops  have  been  periodically 
inspected,  and  on  the  whole  found  to  be  in  good  order. 

WALTER  ROUGHTON,  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.). 

Diplomate  in  Public  Health. 
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BARNET  UNION, 

Return  of  Vaccinations  and  Statutory  Declarations  of 
objection  to  Vaccination  within  the  Urban  District  of  East 
Barnet  Valley  received  by  the  Vaccination  Officer  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December  1913. 

Number  of 
cases. 

Certificates  of  successful  vaccination 

of  children  under  the  age  of  14  years  87 

Certificates  of  Insusceptibility  1 

Statutory  Declarations  of  conscientious 

objection  to  Vaccination  ...  106 

The  above  return  does  not  include  re-vaccinations,  or 
primary  vaccinations  of  persons  above  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
no  reliable  figures  relating  thereto  being  available. 

S.  M.  BALDOCK. 

Vaccination  Officer. 


25th  February  1914 


TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913 

and  Previous  Years. 


Name  of  District. — E4ST  BARNET  VALLEY. 


1. — Year. 

2. — Population  estimated 
to  Middle  of  each  Year. 

Births. 

i’otal 

Deaths 
registered 
in  the 

Di  trict. 

Prai  - 

D 

feraDi 

>atbs. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

3. — Uncorrected 
Number. 

Nett. 

8.—  Of  Non-Residents 
Registered  in  District. 

9. — Of  Residents  not 
registered  in  the 
District. 

Und  r  1 
Year  of  Age. 

At  ail  Ages. 

4. — Number. 

5. — Bate. 

10. — Number. 

11. — Rate  per 
1,000  Nett 
Births. 

12.  —  Number. 

13.— Rate. 

6.— Number. 

7. — Rate. 

1908. 

12635 

268 

21.2 

120 

9.5 

12 

27 

100.7 

132 

10.4 

1909. 

12963 

277 

21.5 

119 

9.2 

16 

20 

72 

135 

10.4 

1910. 

13240 

272 

20.5 

83 

6.3 

13 

12 

44 

96 

7.25 

1911. 

12400 

261 

21 

85 

7 

14 

18 

68.5 

94 

7.6 

1912. 

12600 

225 

230 

18.26 

102 

8.1 

1 

23 

15 

65 

124 

9.8 

1913. 

12300 

224 

228 

18.5 

107 

8.7 

1 

25 

12 

52.7 

132 

10.7 

Area  of  District  in  acres  \ 

(land  and  inland  .  2,636 
water).  j 


Total  population  at  all  ages  12,400 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  2,538 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4*8 J 


W. 

H  • 


<5 
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Isolation  Hospital. — Barnet  Isolation  Hospital,  May’s  Lane,  Barnet.  Total  available  beds,  16;  number 

of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  3. 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1912. 
EAST  BARNET  VALLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the 

subjoined  ages  of 
Residents  whether 
occurring  within  or 
without  the  District. 

rn 

O 

•  r—' 

2 

+3 

Causes  of  Death. 

CC 

<D 

DC 

r—H 

*“*H 

Under  1  year. 

1  and  under  2. 

2  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  45. 

iO 

CO 

f-> 

a 

eg 

c 

S3 

T3 

a 

cfi 

O 

65  and  upwards. 

Total  Deaths  in  Public  Ini 
in  the  District. 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

Small  Pox  ... 

Measles 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  .  . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Erysipelas.. 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  ... 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

*•* 

i 

8 

2 

.  i 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

... 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

Rheumatic  Fever 

13 

9 

4 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

Bronchitis... 

2 

1 

, 

1 

8 

1 

3 

4 

9 

4 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs... 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

7 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

... 

1 

3 

3 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

1 

1 

Alcoholism... 

Nephitis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

Piiernfira!  E«ver 

4 

1 

3 

Accidents  &  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  &  parturition 
Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  including 

Prpmfl,t,nrfl  Rirth 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

Suicide 

5 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  » 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

... 

1 

Other  defined  Diseases 

36 

2 

1 

7 

8 

18 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

20 

1 

3 

16 

... 

Totals 

132 

12 

3 

3 

4 

5 

19 

31 

55 

TABLE  IV. 


EAST  BARNET  VALLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Infant  Mortality. 


1913. — Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 

1  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

|  Under  1  week. 

■  |  1-2  weeks. 

I  |  2-3  weeks. 

|  |  3-4  weeks. 

|  Tot.  und.  4  wk’s  | 

1-3  mtlis. 

• 

CD 

a 

to 

1 

CO 

CD 

A 

a 

CT> 

to 

CD 

A 

+=> 

a 

CM 

rH 

1 

o> 

|  1  Tot.  und.  1  year,  1 

Small  Pox ... 

1  Chicken  Pox 

I  Measles 

\  Scarlet  Fever 

... 

1  Whooninc'  Coueh 

1 

1 

■  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Ervsinelas  ... 

f  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

... 

-  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

f  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

fin  n  vnl  si  nns 

i 

•  •  • 

•  » 

1 

1 

Laryngitis  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

•  #  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

i 

•  •  * 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

i  Diarrhoea  ... 

1 

|  Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

# 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying... 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

(  Congenital  Malformations 

1 

1 

1 

<  Premature  Birth 
|  Atrophy,  Debility,  and  Marasmus 

Other  Causes... 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

2 

Totals 

4 

•  •  • 

ft 

2 

12 

Nett  Births  in  the  year 


i  Legitimate  219. 
\  Illegitimate  9. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 


{  Legitimate  infants  9. 
(  Illegitimate  infants  3. 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1913, 

FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  EAST  BARNET  VALLEY, 
on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection 

with 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 

I. -INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  &  WORKPLACES 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions . 

Factories . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  . 

-numerous. 

!  ■  . 

X  OllRii  •••  ••• 

1 

2.  — DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 
of  Prose¬ 
cutions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 

Inspector. 

Nuisances  under*  the  Public 
Health  Acts:— * 
Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  (  Defective  drains  ... 
nuisances  )  Animals  kept 
:  insufficient 

Sanitary  ]  unsuitable  or 
accommo-  j  defective 

dation  ( not  separate 

for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act : — 
Illegal  occupation  of  under¬ 
ground  bakehouse  (S.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  re¬ 
quirements  for  bakehouses 
(SS.  97  to  100) 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  which  are  included 
in  Part  3  of  this  Report)  __ 


Total 


1 


I. 


! 


*  Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


3.  HOME  WORK. 

Outworkers’  Lists*  (S.  107) 

Lists  received  from  other  Councils  : — 

Wearing  Apparel— (1)  making,  &c .  5 

Outworkers — Workmen  .  2 


4  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Number. 


Bakeries  .  8 

f  Dressmaking  and  Millinery  11 

Important  classes  of  Joinery  .  7 

workshops,  such  as  J  Laundries  .  9 

workshop  bakehouses  j  Cycle  and  Ironworks  ...  8 

may  be  enumerated  Miscellaneous  (Upholstery, 
here.  Coachbuilding,  Photo¬ 
graphy,  Boots,  etc.)  ...  14 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  57 


5.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act  (fc).  133).  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Action  taken  in  matters 
referred  by  H.M.  In¬ 
spector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public^ 
Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (S.  5). 


Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Reports  (of  action  taken) 
sent  to  H.M.  Inspector. 


Other 


#  •  ®  •  •  • 


•  •  •  M» 


Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  : — 
Certificates  granted  during  the  year 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


•  •  • 


*  The  Lists  should  be  received  twice  in  the  year.  The  year’s  figures  required 
in  the  Table  are  then  obtained  by  adding  together  the  two  half-yearly  totals.  ' 


Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Report  for  1913. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  my  report  on  the  work  of  my  Department 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1913. 

Water  Supply. 

The  supply  of  water  by  the  Barnet  District  Gas  and  Water 
Company  has  continued  to  be  plentiful. 

The  summer  season  was  generally  fine  and  dry,  following 
upon  a  rather  wet  spring.  In  the  summer  a  large  party  of 
Members  and  Officers  of  the  Local  Authorities  whose  Districts 
are  supplied  by  the  Water  Company  were  conducted  over  the 
various  Pumping  Stations  and  Wells  of  the  Company,  the  visits 
being  very  instructive  and  interesting,  and  showing  the  great 
desire  of  the  Water  Company  to  provide  an  ample  water  supply 
for  their  District. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  treatment  of  sewage  on  the  Farm  continues  to  be 
satisfactory,  the  analyses  of  samples  of  effluent  from  the 
percolating  filters  giving  excellent  results.  The  Hertfordshire 
County  Council  desired  that  two  further.percolating  filters  should 
be  provided,  as  although  the  present  filters  are  ample  for  the  dry 
weather  flow  of  sewage  on  the  Farm  the  County  Council  were 
advised  that  in  cases  of  comparatively  slight  rain  it  was 
impossible  to  treat  the  whole  of  the  increased  volume  by  means 
of  the  filters,  and  a  portion  was  passed  twice  over  the  land,  the 
results  in  such  case,  although  passable,  not  producing  so  good  an 
effluent  as  when  treated  on  the  filters. 


24 


Your  Farm  Committee  and  your  General  Purposes 
Committee  have  this  matter  now  under  their  consideration. 

A  departure  was  made  this  season  from  the  usual  method  of 
selling  the  crops  by  Auction,  and  they  were  disposed  of  direct  to 
Greengrocers  and  others.  The  result  of  such  method  of  selling 
was  satisfactory,  but  the  labour  and  work  on  the  Farm  were 
materially  increased  thereby. 

Development  of  District. 

Plans  for  diverting  a  stream  and  constructing  a  culvert  for 
same,  also  for  the  construction  of  two  new  roads,  with  sewers,  on 
the  Betstyle  Estate,  were  submitted  to  and  in  part  approved  by 
the  Council. 

The  construction  of  the  culvert  is  proceeding,  and 
negotiations  have  been  completed  with  the  owners  of  the  Estate 
upon  which  the  roads  are  to  be  laid  out,  by  which  a  considerable 
improvement  will  be  effected  in  the  line  and  width  of  Brunswick 
Park  Road. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning’  Aet  1909.— Part  2. 

Further  consideration  has  been  given  to  this  subject,  and  to 
the  proposal  of  the  Southgate  Urban  District,  to  include  a  portion 
of  this  District  in  their  Town  Planning  scheme.  The  Barnet 
Urban  District  Council’s  Town  Planning  scheme  has  also  been 
considered  so  far  as  it  may  possibly  affect  this  District. 

Provision  of  Dwellings  for  the  Working  Classes. 

Considerable  activity  has  been  shown  by  the  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  this  matter. 

Several  designs  for  buildings  were  prepared,  and  negotiations 
entered  into  with  the  owners  of  an  Estate,  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  the  necessary  land,  but  the  Council  were  unable  to  agree 
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to  the  negotiations  being  confirmed,  and  instructed  the  Committee 
to  bring  up  details  and  particulars  showing  how  far  private 
enterprise  had  failed  and  the  necessity  for  the  Council  undertaking 
the  work  of  building  such  dwellings. 

Slab  paving  and  Tar  Paved  paths. 

During  the  year  a  large  quantity  of  the  footpaths  in  the 
District  were  tar  painted,  with  excellent  results,  so  that  many  were 
preserved  for  further  use  which  would  otherwise  have  been 
condemned  as  quite  worn  out. 

The  total  area  thus  tar  painted  was  13,386  superficial  yards 
at  a  cost  of  1.565d,  say  IJd  per  super  yard,  and  represents  an 
approximate  length  of  3f  miles  of  footpath.  This  cost  includes  a 
charge  of  10^  for  foreman’s  time,  use  of  tools,  office  expenses,  etc. 

In  the  interests  of  economy  it  is  desirable  that  this  method 
of  preserving  the  surface  of  tar  paved  tootpaths  should  be 
continued  as  far  as  practicable. 

Slab  paving  was  laid  on  the  east  side  of  Approach  Road,  an 
area  of  about  275  square  yards,  most  of  which,  owing  to  the  side 
of  the  road  being  on  top  of  a  sloping  embankment,  had  to  be 
supported  by  concrete  retaining  walls. 

Owing  to  movement  of  the  soil  by  settlement  of  trenches, 
tree  roots  and  other  causes  a  good  deal  of  paving  has  had  to  be 
relaid  and  adjusted.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  movements  such 
as  these  will  ever  cease,  and  the  maintenance  of  footpaths  will 
therefore  always  be  a  source  of  some  expense. 

Tarring  Roads. 

As  was  expected,  a  much  larger  extent  of  road  surface  was 
tarred  this  year  than  last,  the  total  area  being  48,975  super  yards, 
against  30,143,  or  an  increase  of  18,832  super  yards. 
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Refined  tar  was  used  on  this  occasion,  instead  of  the  ordinary 
gas  works  tar,  and  although  the  cost  was  greater,  I  think  greater 
lasting  properties  of  the  tar  coating,  under  the  increasing  volume 
and  weight  of  traffic,  justifies  the  extra  cost. 

The  quantities  and  cost  are  as  under : 

Main  Roads  (Old)  22,333  sq.  yds.  cost  2.175d  per  sq.  yard. 

„  „  (New)  6,559  ,,  ,,  ,,  1.533  „  ,,  ,, 

Contributory  Roads  18,585  „  ,,  „  2.147  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Other  Roads  1,498  ,,  ,,  ,,  2.191  „  ,,  ,, 

The  cost  includes  lO^o  of  the  cost  of  the  Machine,  and 

5^>  for  use  of  tools,  Foreman’s  time,  etc.  The  extent  of  road 
tarred  represents  about  4  miles. 

The  average  cost  for  the  whole  quantity  tarred  was2.079d  per 
square  yard. 

The  benefit  of  tarring  was  felt  very  greatly  on  the  roads  over 
which  lighter  traffic  generally  runs,  and  an  extension  of  this  work 
on  such  roads  will,  I  am  convinced,  result  in  an  ultimate  saving 
in  repair  and  watering. 

The  cleansing  of  tarred  roads  is  a  matter  which  requires 
closer  attention  than  where  a  road  is  not  tarred,  The  tarred 
road  being  non-absorbent  the  offensiveness  of  horse  manure  is 
decidedly  more  apparent,  hence  it  becomes  necessary  to  cleanse 
the  roads  more  frequently. 

The  Road  Board.  Motor  Traffic.  Arterial  Roads  and  Speed  Limits, 

These  subjects  may  for  the  present  be  conveniently  included 
under  one  heading.  So  far  as  this  Council  is  concerned  they 
have  had  but  little  to  do  with  the  Road  Board  during  the  past 
year.  Important  work  has,  however,  been  done  in  connection  with 
roads  and  road  traffic.  A  conference  of  representatives  of  Local 
Authorities  around  London  whose  roads  are  affected  by  Motor 
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traffic  was  held  in  December  1912,  at  the  Guildhall,  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London  presiding.  This  Council  was  represented  by 
the  Chairman  and  your  Surveyor.  The  principal  traffic  to  which 
exception  was  taken  by  the  Conference  was  Motor  Omnibuses, 
and  a  resolution  was  passed  expressing  the  opinion  that  the 
routes  to  be  taken  by  such  traffic  should  be  subject  to  the 
determination  of  some  Government  Department,  which  should 
consult  the  Local  Authority  before  authorising  any  particular 
route  to  be  used.  A  further  resolution  was  passed  that  the 
Motor  Bus  Companies  should  be  compelled  to  pay  an  equitable 
contribution  toward  the  cost  of  road  maintenance  in  the  Districts 
over  which  they  travel. 

A  Committee  was  also  formed  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
requisite  to  attain  the  objects  expressed  in  the  resolutions. 

The  third  International  Road  Congress  was  held  this  year  in 
London,  and  was  opened  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Your  Surveyor  was  appointed  a  Delegate  to  attend  this 
Conference.  The  proceedings  lasted  several  days,  and  an 
immense  quantity  of  information  was  given  relative  to  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  roads,  the  regulation  of  traffic, 
and  the  design  and  construction  of  vehicles  in  various  Countries. 
The  general  opinion  seemed  to  be  that  roads  of  bituminous 
material,  or  of  stones  bound  together  with  bituminous  material, 
were  most  generally  suitable  for  modern  traffic,  and  that 
the  cost  of  maintaining  the  main  or  principal  roads  should  be 
borne  by  the  State,  rather  than  by  County  or  Local  Authorities. 
Numerous  other  decisions  were  arrived  at  on  a  great  variety  of 
subjects  connected  with  roads,  but  it  is  impossible  to  enumerate 
them  within  the  limits  of  this  report. 

The  Council’s  application  for  a  speed  limit  resulted  in  a 
conference  being  held  between  the  Council  and  a  representative 
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of  the  Motor  Union,  on  behalf  of  Motorists,  at  which  conference 
the  County  Council,  represented  by  Alderman  Pank,  D.L., 
presided.  At  one  time  in  the  proceedings  it  appeared  likely  that 
an  agreement  would  be  arrived  at,  but  the  Council  has  since  been 
informed  that  their  application  will  have  to  be  the  subject  of  an 
inquiry  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Arterial  Loads  is  a  subject  which  is  now  engaging  the 
attention  of  all  authorities,  and  the  Chairman  and  your  Surveyor 
attended  a  conference  at  Westminster,  presided  over  by  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  result  of  this 
Conference  was  that  it  was  considered  desirable  to  hold  Sectional 
Conferences  and  discuss  the  subject  more  closely  by  the  various 
Districts  in  a  limited  area,  than  could  be  done  by  a  general 
Conference. 

It  will,  from  this  short  report,  be  seen  that  the  question  of 
roads,  and  principally  Main  Loads,  has  become  one  of  National 
importance,  and  this  Council  will  no  doubt  have  before  them  in 
the  near  future  questions  relating  to  existing  and  proposed 
arterial  roads,  which  will  engage  their  serious  attention. 

Trenches. 

The  subject  of  Loads  cannot  be  dismissed  without  some 
reference  to  Trenches.  The  modern  developments  of  traffic  make 
it  essential  that  a  road  should  have  a  strong  smooth  surface.  In 
a  suburban  district  such  as  this  there  are  of  necessity  constant 
developments  in  progress  by  building  and  laying  out  of  estates, 
which  entail  numerous  openings  being  made  in  the  roads  for 
various  purposes.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  legislature  has, 
from  the  first,  considered  highways  to  be  the  proper  places  for 
all  utility  services,  the  result,  owing  to  modern  advancement, 
being  that  the  highways,  which,  with  present  day  traffic,  require 
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to  be  maintained  with  the  strongest  and  most  even  surfaces, 
are  more  cut  up  by  trenches  and  obstructed  by  poles  and 
surface  boxes  than  they  ever  were. 

We  have  in  this  District  the  following  services  beneath  or 
upon  the  streets  :  soil  sewers,  surface  water  sewers,  gas  mams, 
water  mains,  electric  lighting  cables,  telephone  cables,  telegraph 
poles,  light  railway  standards,  light  railway  cables,  pillar  letter 
boxes,  fire  alarm  posts,  and  lamp  posts,  with  all  their  attendant 
connections  with  houses. 

Owing  to  many  of  these  services  being  laid  at  shallow 
depths,  it  is  becoming  an  increasing  practice  to  place  them 
beneath  the  footways,  and  where  double  services  are  so  laid  in 
each  road,  one  on  either  side,  the  disturbance  of  the  carriage¬ 
ways  is  greatly  reduced,  but  the  footways  suffer  instead,  and 
pedestrians  are  inconvenienced  instead  of  passengers  in  vehicles, 

A  possible  solution  of  the  difficulty  would  be  for  a  special 
forecourt  to  be  provided  in  front  of  every  house,  under  which 
nearly  all  such  services  could  be  laid,  thus  reserving  the  streets 
for  their  proper  and  legitimate  use. 

Although  the  past  year  has  not  been  in  any  way  exceptional, 
there  have  been  261  notices  given  for  opening  the  roads  for 
various  purposes,  in  addition  to  the  openings  made  in  connection 
with  new  buildings,  and  those  made  by  the  Council  for  the 
repair  or  reinstatement  of  sewers.  Some  of  these  notices  related 
to  the  laying  of  new  mains  or  cables,  extending  a  distance  of 
several  miles. 


Private  Streets. 

The  expenses  incurred  in  making  up  the  following  private 
streets  were  ascertained  and  apportionments  prepared,  but  they 
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were  not  served  upon  the  Owners  before  the  termination  of  the 


year. 


Contract 


Alverstone  Avenue  £860  18  10 
Oakhurst  Avenue  £897  4  8 
Rosslyn  Avenue  £555  1  10 

Cromer  Road  £517  16  2 


Legal  &  other 

Contractor’s  Charges,  in-  Total. 
Extras  eluding  interest 
on  loan 


nil 

nil 

0  4  6 
£1  12  0 


£33  5  10 
£34  17  0 
£23  10  8 
£21  6  11 


£894  4  8 
£932  1  8 

£578  17  0 
£540  15  1 


Street  Lighting. 

The  advent  of  a  supply  of  electricity  in  a  large  portion  of  the 
District  enabled  the  Council  to  obtain  tenders  for  Street  lighting 
from  both  the  Gas  and  Electricity  Companies,  resulting  in  a 
considerable  reduction  being  offered  by  the  Gas  Company  below 
their  present  charge  for  Street  lighting,  the  standard  of  light  per 
lamp  being  at  the  same  time  largely  increased. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Electricity  Company  to 
light  Barnet  Hill,  by  means  of  lamps  suspended  from  the  Trolly 
wires  of  the  Light  Railway,  which  has  proved  to  be  an  effective 
mode  of  lighting  where,  owing  to  gas  lamps  being  available  only 
on  one  side  of  the  road,  there  was  previously  much  difficulty  in 
obtaining  adequate  illumination. 


Improvements.— New  Barnet  Railway  Areh. 

An  application  to  the  County  Council  for  a  contribution 
towards  the  cost  of  this  very  necessary  improvement  resulted  in 
a  statement  that  the  County  Council  were  in  sympathy  with  the 
project,  but  had  no  funds  at  disposal  for  the  purposes  of  such  a 
grant. 

An  intimation  was  also  received  from  the  Road  Board  that 
they  were  not  prepared  to  make  any  grants  for  improvements 
such  as  this. 

The  matter  is  therefore  at  present  in  a  state  of  suspense. 
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Church  Hill  Road. 

Negotiations  were  commenced  for  acquiring  the  necessary 
land  to  effect  the  much  needed  improvement  of  easing  the  dangerous 
corner  at  the  southern  end  of  Church  Hill.  The  Council  went  to 
considerable  pains  to  endeavour  to  acquire  the  land,  but  their 
efforts  finally  proved  fruitless.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
powers  of  Local  authorities  to  obtain  land  for  such  greatly  needed 
improvements  as  this  are  so  much  restricted  in  the  case  of  the 
acquisition  of  small  portions  of  residential  properties. 

Barnet  Hill.— Slipping  of  Embankment. 

A  large  portion  of  the  embankment  on  which  the  Great 
North  Road,  Barnet  Hill,  is  carried,  slipped,  carrying  the  footpath 
and  railing  with  it.  New  rubble  drains  were  provided,  and  the 
embankment  repaired.  Fortunately  the  high  tension  electric 
cable,  and  the  Post  Office  telephone  cables  were  only  slightly 
affected,  otherwise  the  consequences  would  have  caused  great 
inconvenience  to  the  public. 

Approach  Road.— Dangerous  fences. 

In  consequence  of  numerous  complaints  of  danger  from  the 
fence  at  the  top  of  the  embankment  being  defective,  the  Council 
applied  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  power  to  put  in  force 
the  provisions  of  Sec.  31  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act  1907,  requiring  the  owners  to  properly  fence  the  road.  A 
Local  Inquiry  was  held  in  October  1912,  at  which  the  represent¬ 
atives  of  most  of  the  owners  expressed  their  willingness  to  do  the 
necessary  wo*k.  The  Inspector  accordingly  adjourned  the 
Inquiry,  and  subsequently  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
erection  of  a  uniform  fence  in  front  of  all  the  properties,  except 
two.  This  work  has  been  carried  out,  but  it  appears  impossible 
to  induce  the  owner  of  the  two  properties  above  mentioned  to  do 
his  share  of  the  work. 
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Sewers. 

A  stoppage  again  occurred  in  the  sewer  at  the  ends  of  the 
gardens  of  the  bouses  on  the  North  side  of  Station  Read,  between 
Shandon  and  Plantagenet  Road,  as  it  did  last  year. 

The  reconstruction  and  enlargement  of  Station  Road  sewer, 
between  Plantagenet  Road  and  Warwick  Road,  was  commenced, 
the  work  being  necessary  by  the  flooding  of  houses  last  year,  when 
the  sewer  collapsed,  and  in  previous  years. 

The  Local  Government  Board  sanctioned  a  loan  for  this 
work,  without  the  usual  local  inquiry. 


Sewerage  into  Metropolitan  system. 

Owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  some  of  the  Districts  from  the 
joint  scheme,  the  proposal  to  drain  into  the  Metropolitan  sewage 
system  seems  likely  to  be  deferred  for  some  years. 

Public  Conveniences. 

Temporary  conveniences  were  erected  for  the  public  at 
Barnet  Fair,  as  before,  and  the  accommodation  was  much 
appreciated.  It  would  be  well  if  some  accommodation  could  be 
provided  for  women  as  weil  as  for  men. 

Negotiations  were  carried  on  throughout  the  year  for  a  site 
at  the  corner  of  Great  North  Road  and  Station  Road  for  the 
erection  of  a  permanent  convenience  for  both  sexes,  and  these 
negotiations,  I  believe,  will  shortly  be  brought  to  a  satisfactory 
conclusion. 


Allotments  at  Cat  Hill. 

There  are  still  thirteen  plots  of  the  Cat  Hill  Allotments 
unlet. 
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Further  progress  was  made  in  the  improvement  of  the  roads 
on  the  same  lines  as  last  year. 

There  are  thirty-one  sheds  now  erected,  and  application  for 
a  few  more  have  been  received  from  tenants. 


Allotments  at  Farm. 

These  continue  to  be  well  let,  and  there  are  no  vacancies. 

House  Refuse. 

This  is  still  collected  weekly  throughout  most  of  the 
District,  a  few  of  the  shops  and  business  premises  having  it 
collected  daily. 

The  refuse  is  carted  to  the  Irrigation  Farm,  where,  after 
standing  for  about  twelve  months,  it  is  spread  upon  the  land. 


Fire  Brigade. 

The  calls  to  fire  during  the  year  were  thirteen  in  number. 
An  installation  of  balls,  by  which  the  Firemen  are  all  called 
simultaneously,  has  baen  established,  which  gives  general 
satisfaction. 

One  Fireman  met  his  death  in  the  course  of  his  ordinary 
employment,  to  the  great  regret  of  the  other  members  of  the 
Brigade.  The  Council  has  appointed  a  successor. 

The  practising  scaffold  at  the  rear  of  the  Fire  Station  being 
in  an  unsafe  state,  the  Council  resolved  upon  erecting  a 
permanent  iron  staging,  which  will  be  put  up  early  in  the 
coming  year. 
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Rates, 


The  rates  and  rateable  value  are  as  follows  : 


Rate  made 

Rateable 

Year. 

April. 

October. 

Value. 

• 

s 

d 

s 

d 

£ 

1894 

2 

3 

1 

11 

46,953 

1895 

1 

10 

1 

10 

50,953 

1896 

1 

10 

1 

9 

51,193 

1897 

1 

8 

1 

8 

51,940 

1898 

1 

8 

1 

8 

53,804 

1899 

1 

10 

1 

8 

55,404 

1900 

1 

8 

1 

9 

58,852 

1901 

1 

9 

1 

11 

61,183 

1902 

1 

9 

1 

11 

61,238 

1903 

1 

10 

1 

11 

66,068 

1904 

1 

9 

1 

10 

68,619 

1905 

1 

9 

1 

9 

69,882 

1906 

1 

9 

1 

11 

77,708 

1907 

1 

10 

1 

10 

78,880 

1908 

1 

JL 

9 

1 

9 

82,556 

1909 

1 

10 

1 

10 

84,377 

1910 

1 

9 

2 

0 

85,895 

1911 

1 

8 

1 

8 

87,278 

1912 

1 

8 

1 

8 

91,717 

1913 

1 

7 

1 

7 

92,505 

estimates 

for  the 

general 

District 

rate  for  the 

past 


year  were  made  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  for  twelve 
months,  and  the  rate  was  collected  in  two  instalments  at 


intervals  of  six  months.  The  change  in  procedure  has  given 
general  satisfaction. 


Bye-Laws. 


The  work  ol  revising  the  Bye-Laws  was  practically  com¬ 
pleted,  and  the  Committee  hope  to  submit  the  revised  Bye- 
Laws  to  the  Council  early  in  th9  coming  year. 


Baths. 


This  matter  has  not  progressed,  the  Council  probably 
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considering  that  the  proposals  to  obtain  land  for  Recreation 
Ground  should  have  precedence. 

Recreation  Ground. 

Proposals  were  made  to  the  Council  that  they  should 
acquire  various  plots  of  land  in  the  District  for  the  purposes  of  a 
Recreation  Ground. 

Negotiations  have  been  carried  on  for  the  purchase  of  about 
14^  acres  at  the  rear  of  Victoria  Road  and  Park  Road,  which 
appear  likely  to  fructify. 

This  piece  of  land  will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  open 
spaces  in  the  District. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  YORK,  A.M.Inst.C.E.,  F.S.I.,  &c. 

Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


Report  of  Building  Surveyor  for  1913. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  number  of  plans  for  new  buildings  and  other  works 
submitted  to  the  Council  during  the  year  is  41,  as  compared  with 
53  during  1912.  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  represented  by 
these  plans  was,  however,  in  excess  of  the  number  for  1912  by 
14. 

Number  of  plans  approved  30 
,,  ,,  disapproved  11 

Total  41 


The  total  number  of  buildings  of  all  kinds  represented  by 


above  plans  is  as  follows 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Submitted. 

Approved. 

Disapproved. 

Dwelling  Houses 

39 

22 

17 

Buildings,  &c.  other  than 
dwellings,  including 
public  buildings,  trade 
buildings,  additions  to 

29 

18 

11 

dwellings,  temporary 
structures,  &c.,  &c. 

Total 

68 

40 

28 

It  will  be  noticed  the  plans  for  17  dwelling  houses  were 
disapproved  during  the  year.  This  was  mainly  in  consequence 
of  the  proposal  to  bring  forward  the  new  buildings  considerably 
beyond  the  main  front  wall  of  other  properties  in  the  same  road, 
which  would  have  depreciated  the  value  of  the  existing  property, 
as  well  as  seriously  disfigure  the  appearance  of  the  street.  By 
the  Council’s  refusal  to  approve  these  plans  the  amenities  of  the 
locality  concerned  are  preserved,  and  the  interests  of  existing 
residents  and  owners  safeguarded. 
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The  actual  number  of  dwelling  houses  approved  was  22, 
being  3  less  than  that  for  1912. 

In  reference  to  plans  for  buildings  other  than  dwelling 
houses,  29  plans  were  received,  of  which  19  were  approved  and 
10  disapproved.  The  approved  plans  include  a  spacious  Parish 
Hall,  attached  to  the  Church  of  St.  Michael  and  All  Angels, 
Brunswick  Park  (now  completed),  and  a  large  new  Factory  for 
Messrs.  Carr  and  Sons,  New  Southgate,  for  the  employment 
of  200  persons,  but  capable  of  accommodating  a  much  larger 
number. 

The  following  particulars  will  show  the  building  activity  (as 
represented  by  deposited  plans)  in  the  various  parishes  of  the 
Urban  District  for  the  years  1911,  1912,  and  1913 


Dwelling 

Houses. 

Trade  &  other  Buildings 

Temporary 

Buildings 

Licensed. 

1911  1912  1913 

Parish. 

Approved. 

1911  1912  1913 

Disappr’d. 

1911  1912  1913 

Approved. 

1911  1912  1913 

Disappr’d. 

1911  1912  1913 

East  Barnet 

13 

16 

1 

13 

2 

_ _ 

17 

18 

13 

11 

5 

9 

5 

4 

3 

3 

Barnet  Vale 

2 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

3 

— 

4 

5 

3 

2 

Monken  Hadley 

1 

1 

. 

8 

— 

— 

12 

10 

4 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Totals 

16 

25 

22  j 

2 

17 

34 

26 

18 

9 

15 

11 

7 

7 

6 

Temporary  Buildings  Licensed. 

Of  the  eleven  plans  for  irade  and  other  buildings  shown 
above  as  disapproved,  not  complying  with  the  bye-laws  for 
permanent  buildings,  six  were  subsequently  granted  licenses  as 
temporary  structures  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act  1907.  The  Council  has  control  over  these 
buildings,  inasmuch  as  the  licenses  expire  on  31st  March 
annually,  and  the  renewal  of  same  is  at  discretion  of  the  Council. 


New  Houses  Completed. 


The  number  of  new  dwelling  houses  completed  during  the 
year,  or  certified  for  occupation,  is  19.  The  parishes  in  which 
these  houses  have  been  erected  are  shown  in  the  accompanying 
table,  together  with  the  number  of  houses  built  in  each  during 
the  past  3  years. 


Parish. 

Houses  erected  in 

1911 

1912 

1913 

East  Barnet 

25 

8 

12 

Barnet  Vale 

6 

4 

4 

Monken  Hadley 

2 

— 

3 

Totals 

33 

12 

19 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  there  was  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  houses  completed  in  1913  as  compared  with  1912. 
Four  additional  houses  were  also  in  an  advanced  stage  of  erection 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  while  18  houses,  of  which  plans  had  been 
approved,  had  not  been  proceeded  with. 

Bye-Laws. 

The  revision  of  the  whole  of  the  Bye-Laws  has  now  been 
practically  concluded  by  the  Committee  appointed  to  deal  with 
same,  and  the  next  stage,  viz.,  that  of  securing  the  approval  of 
the  Council  and  confirmation  of  the  Local  Government  Board  may 
be  expected  to  be  entered  upon  shortly. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  J.  ABBOTT,  P.A.S.I.,  &c., 

Building  Surveyor. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  1913. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  herewith  the  Fifth  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  of  my  department,  and  am  pleased  to  record 
the  fact  that  the  year’s  work  has  been  accomplished  without 
recourse  to  legal  proceedings,  and  with  an  entire  absence  of  friction, 
notwithstanding  the  number  of  notices  issued  has  been  greater  than 
in  any  previous  year,  involving  of  course  an  increased  expenditure 
in  the  remedying  of  sanitary  defects,  and  the  general  improvement 
of  private  property.  I  desire  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
appreciation  of  the  way  in  which  owners,  with  few  exceptions,  co¬ 
operate  with  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  administering  the  various 
public  health  statutes  affecting  the  general  welfare  of  the  community. 

The  policy  of  insisting  upon  a  high  standard  of  sanitary 
condition  for  all  property  dealt  with  has  been  maintained  during  the 
year,  and  a  perusal  of  the  following  pages  will  show  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  properties  dealt  with  as  compared  with 
last  year,  and  very  great  and  lasting  improvements  have  been 
effected  in  several  parts  of  the  District  where  it  was  much  needed. 

The  total  number  of  written  notices  issued  during  the  year  has 
been  127,  affecting  252  houses  and  premises,  and  of  these  124  were 
the  usual  preliminary  notices,  the  remaining  three  being  statutory 
notices.  In  addition  to  these  formal  notices  a  considerable  number 
of  matters  are  dealt  with  by  my  department  without  the  service  of 
any  form  of  notice,  an  interview  cr  letter  being  very  often  all  that  is 
necessary  to  secure  the  abatement  of  insanitary  conditions.  Between 
twenty  and  thirty  of  such  cases  have  been  dealt  with  this  year,  the 
works  in  several  instances  being  of  an  extensive  nature. 
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Summary  of  Statistics. 

I  append  to  this  report  a  summary  of  statistics  relating  to  the 
sanitary  work  effected  in  this  District,  in  the  form  prepared  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  co-ordinating  the  records 
throughout  the  county.  The  information  desired  has  been  supplied 
as  fully  as  possible,  but  in  some  instances  the  items  are  not 
applicable  to  an  Urban  District. 

Public  Health  Legislation. 

The  work  of  my  department  has  proceeded  along  the  usual 
lines  during  the  year,  and  resolves  itself  into  several  mam 
lines,  viz.,  (a)  inspecting  houses  in  routine,  (b)  inspecting  premises 
on  complaint,  or  for  special  purposes,  as  after  infectious  diseases 
(c)  inspections  for  supervision  of  works  in  hand  to  comply  with 
notices,  (d)  examining  and  reporting  on  sanitary  condition  of 
premises  on  behalf  of  owners  or  prospective  tenants,  (e)  inspections 
under  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops  Regulations,  Slaughter  Houses,  &c.,  &c. 

There  appears  to  be  an  increasing  tendency  on  the  part  of 
persons  taking  houses  in  the  District,  whether  new  or  old,  to 
request  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  have  an  examination  and  report 
made  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises,  and  this  is 
always  carried  out  by  your  Inspector  when  the  applicants  are 
entitled  to  these  services.  The  precaution  is  a  wise  one,  as 
defects  are  invariably  discovered  of  more  or  less  importance, 
which  in  any  case  are  best  remedied  before  taking  possession. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910. 

The  house  to  house  inspection  of  the  District  under  these 
important  Regulations  has  proceeded  steadily  throughout  the  year, 
in  addition  to  the  other  routine  work  of  the  department,  and  the 
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policy  of  immediately  following  up  the  inspections  with  a  notice 
requiring  the  abatement  of  all  insanitary  conditions,  and  the 
execution  of  necessary  repairs  has  been  continued,  so  that  the  visits 
of  your  Inspector  are  closely  followed  by  those  of  the  builder  and 
decorator,  who  leaves  the  premises  purified  and  wholesome  both 
inside  and  out.  so  that  the  houses  in  this  district  which  have 
benefited  by  the  operation  of  the  Regulations  can  now  be  counted 
by  the  hundred,  over  500  houses  having  now  been  examined,  and 
only  a  comparatively  small  number  of  these  were  found  to  be  without 
defects. 

During  the  year  a  completion  has  been  made  of  practically  all 
the  small  property  at  Hadley,  and  the  work  of  inspection  has  been 
resumed  in  the  older  portion  of  New  Barnet,  where  the  properties 
in  Albert  Road,  Edward  Road,  Henry  Road,  Warwick  Cottages, 
and  Margaret  Road  have  since  been  examined,  and  works  put  in 
hand  with  very  beneficial  results.  Portions  of  these  districts  call 
for  special  mention,  as  tabulated  figures  only  entirely  fail  to  convey 
an  adequate  conception  of  the  benefit  which  has  accrued  to  the 
property. 

Albert  Road. 

Of  30  houses  in  this  road  only  one  (a  house  erected  within 
the  last  3  years),  was  free  from  defect.  Of  the  remaining  29,  one 
has  been  permanently  closed  by  the  operation  of  a  Closing  Order, 
and  the  28  have  been  put  into  a  state  fit  for  human  habitation. 
Most  of  these  houses  are  very  old,  with  floor  levels  situate 
considerably  below  the  level  of  the  surface  of  the  road.  They 
appear  to  have  been  constructed  without  any  provision  for  preventing 
dampness,  and  the  walls  of  many  of  them  were  found  to  be  sodden 
to  a  height  above  the  dados  ;  the  drains  were  also  crude,  and  very 
defective,  having  only  clay  joints,  being  also  untrapped  from  sewer,  and 
without  proper  ventilation.  Many  of  the  yards  were  without  proper 
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paving,  and  interiors  of  houses  dirty  and  dilapidated.  The  extent 
of  the  work  executed  can  be  gauged  from  the  fact  thaf2i  of  the 
houses  were  entirely  re-dramed  ;  damp  walls  remedied  in  respect  of 
25  houses  by  the  provision  of  horizontal  and  vertical  damn  proof 
courses  of  slates  and  cement,  and  all  the  premises  provided  with  new 
impervious  yard  paving,  sanitary  dustbins,  additional  windows  in 
some  of  the  houses,  and  existing  windows  made  to  open,  several 
W.Ce.  pulled  down  and  re-erected,  and  the  interiors  of  the  houses 
thoroughly  cleansed  and  renovated,  including  in  some  cases 
excavating  under  the  ground  floors,  concreting  the  sites,  and 
providing  new  floors.  Numerous  other  works  have  been  executed, 
leaving  the  premises  in  clean  and  wholesome  condition. 

Edward  Road  and  Edward  Grove. 

Of  56  houses  in  these  roads,  notices  were  issued  in  respect  of 
49.  The  drainage  systems  of  over  half  of  these  houses  (26  in  all) 
were  found  so  defective  as  to  necessitate  entire  reconstruction,  and 
other  works  similar  in  character  to  those  enumerated  above,  and  in 
all  cases  covering  the  points  specifically  mentioned  in  the 
Regulations,  have  been  carried  out  on  the  various  properties.  In 
regard  to  7  houses  no  action  was  necessary. 

Warwick  Cottages,  off  Victoria  Road. 

Probably  the  most  notable  improvement  effected  during  the 
year  has  been  to  this  terrace  of  fourteen  houses,  situate  in  a 
cul-de-sac  off  Victoria  Road.  The  houses  are  double  fronted, 
4  roomed  tenements,  having  in  addition  a  small  scullery  with  outside 
W.C.  attached  to  main  back  wall.  All  the  houses  were  lighted  only 
from  the  back.  The  front  wall,  abutting  on  street,  and  having  large 
gardens  and  abundance  of  air  space  opposite,  only  had  a  doorway 
in  same  to  each  house.  Moreover  the  living  room,  which  was  most 
occupied,  had  neither  direct  light  nor  ventilation,  both  being  borrowed 
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from  the  scullery  at  rear,  and  was  consequently  quite  inadequate 
and  unsatisfactory.  The  drains  were  very  defective  and  passed  in 
pairs  underneath  the  dwellings,  direct  to  sewer,  and  were  untrapped 
and  unventilated.  The  position  of  water  supply  cisterns  was 
unsatisfactory,  there  was  no  proper  provision  for  storage  of  food, 
yards  were  unpaved,  walls  damp,  W.Cs.  unsatisfactory,  and  internal 
condition  of  some  of  the  houses  far  from  wholesome. 

As  a  result  of  the  notice  issued,  the  living  room  of  each  house 
has  been  provided  with  a  large  window  in  the  front  wall,  thus  giving 
direct  light  and  ventilation,  the  sculleries  have  been  re-roofed,  and 
walls  and  floors  rendered  in  cement,  new  water  supply  cisterns 
provided  outside,  new  larder  provided  to  each  house,  with  direct 
ventilation  to  external  air,  slates  and  cement  damp  courses  have 
been  put  to  front  and  back  main  walls  ;  a  new  system  of  drains  has  been 
constructed  to  the  whole  terrace,  two  new  W.Cs.  built,  and  old 
ones  re-modelled,  and  provided  with  new  pans  and  improved 
flushing  apparatus,  concrete  and  cement  paving  laid  in  yards, 
two  new  sculleries  built,  and  the  whole  of  the  houses  overhauled, 
repaired,  cleansed  and  renovated  internally.  The  improvement 
effected  is  very  considerable,  and  the  owner  is  deserving  of  com¬ 
mendation  for  the  thorough  manner  in  which  the  notice  has  been 
complied  with,  involving,  as  it  has,  the  expenditure  of  several 
hundred  pounds. 

Henry  Road  and  Margaret  Road. 

The  inspection  of  properties  in  these  two  roads  was  also 
completed  during  the  year,  and  has  been  followed  by  very  beneficial 
results  in  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  condition  and  cleanliness 
of  the  premises.  Most  of  the  properties  were  found  to  be  in  need 
of  amendment  of  some  kind  ;  and  the  nature  of  the  defects  found 
were  principally  of  the  character  described  for  other  roads.  The 
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modern  built  houses  are  usually  found  in  very  good  order,  while  the 
older  houses,  of  which  there  are  many,  are  invariably  in  need  of 
attention.  In  regard  to  Margaret  Road  works  are  still  proceeding 
on  many  of  the  properties. 

It  will  be  gathered  from  the  foregoing  observations  that  the 
effect  of  the  operation  of  the  Housing  Regulations  1910,  in  this 
district,  has  been  to  considerably  improve  the  condition  of  an 
increasing  number  of  dwellings  in  very  many  particulars,  all  having 
an  important  bearing  on  health  and  general  welfare  of  the 
inhabitants. 

I  would,  however,  again  call  attention  to  the  unfair  operation 
of  that  section  of  the  Act  of  1909  which  limits  the  application 
of  the  Act  to  houses  under  the  rental  value  of  ^16,  as  refened  to 
in  my  last  report,  which  considerably  restricts  the  usefulness  of  the 
Act  in  this  district  ;  also  to  the  fact  that  those  occupiers  of 
houses  under  the  stipulated  rental  value,  whose  tenancy  commenced 
prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act,  are  shut  out  from  its  benefits,  while 
others,  who  may  change  their  residence  every  few  months  can  claim 
its  protection.  Thus  a  tenant  who  has  rented  a  house  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years  must  put  up  with  conditions  which 
the  first  new  comer  can  claim  the  operation  of  the  Law  to  remedy. 
This  injustice  will,  I  think,  be  so  obvious  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
enlarge  on  it.  The  effectiveness  of  the  Act  vould  be  greatly 
increased  by  remedying  these  two  serious  defects 

For  the  information  of  the  Council,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  append  hereto  a 
table  showing  the  defects  found  to  exist  on  the  properties  inspected 
during  the  year.  The  information  is  arranged  under  the  headings 
prescribed  by  the  Regulations. 
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Tables  of  Defects  discovered  in  1913 
under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910. 

1.  — Arrangements  for  Preventing  the  Contamination  of 

the  Water  Supply.  Defects  found  : — 

Water  Cisterns  dirty  or  inaccessible  ...  ...  77 

„  ,,  without  covers  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  covers  defective  or  dilapidated  ...  53 

2.  — Closet  Accommodation.  Defects  found  : — 

W.C.  pans  in  foul  condition  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  „  broken  or  otherwise  defective  ...  ...  10 

,,  buildings  structurally  dilapidated  ...  ...  99 

,,  flushing  cisterns  defective  ...  ...  ...  38 

3.  — Drainage.  Defects  found  : — 

Drains  in  leaky  condition  ...  ...  ...  106 

,,  without  ventilation,  or  with  insufficient  or 

improper  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  135 

„  communicating  direct  with  sewer,  without 

intercepting  trap  ...  ...  ...  97 

„  choked  or  having  defective  gully  traps  ...  19 

4.  — Condition  of  Dwelling-house  in  regard  to  Light, 

Free  Circulation  of  Air,  Dampness,  and 
Cleanliness.  Defects  found  : — 

Light  and  ventilation  insufficient  and  windows 

dilapidated  ...  •••  •  ••  •••  61 

Dwelling-houses  damp  ...  ...  ...  •  ••  91 

55  in  dirty  internal  condition  ...  ...  94 

Insanitary  scullery  sinjcs  ...  ...  •  ••  ...  95 

Leaky  and  dilapidated  roofs  ...  ...  32 

Floors  dilapidated  and  defective  ventilation  underneath  76 
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5- — Paving,  Drainage  and  Sanitary  Conditipn  of 
Yards  or  Outhouses.  Defects  found  : — 

Yards  in  dirty  condition  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

,,  without  paving  or  drainage  ...  ...  ...  24 

,,  with  defective  or  insufficient  paving  ...  ...  56 

6.  — Arrangements  for  Deposit  of  Refuse  and  Ashes. 

Defects  found 

Insanitary  brick  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Absence  of  dustbins,  or  dustbins  so  dilapidated  as  to 

be  unfit  for  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

7.  — Existence  of  Rooms  unfit  for  Human  Habitation. 

Defects  found  : — 

Rooms  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  37 

Houses  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  ...  6 

8.  — Defects  in  other  Matters  : — 

Rainwater  pipes  acting  as  ventilating  shafts  (Premises)  73 

Eaves  gutters  and  downspouts  in  defective  condition 

(Premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Animals  improperly  kept  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

The  results  of  the  action  taken  by  your  Inspector  in  dealing 
with  the  foregoing  defects,  as  instructed  by  the  Committee,  will  be 
seen  from  the  accompanying  table,  viz.  : — 

Total  number  of  Houses  inspected  195. 

Number  of  Houses  on  which  works  have  been  put  in 
hand  for  abatement  of  nuisances  and  (with  certain 
exceptions)  completed  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Number  of  Houses  on  which  works  were  in  hand  but 
not  completed  at  end  of  year 
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Number  of  Houses  on  which  postponement  of  works 
had  been  santioned  by  Committee 
Number  of  Houses  on  which  works  ordered  had  not 
been  commenced  at  end  of  year 
Number  of  Houses  in  regard  to  which  notices  had  not 

expired  at  enc  of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Number  of  Houses  not  requiring  notices  ...  ...  20 

Total  ...  195 


It  should  be  observed  that  the  above  figures  refer  only  to  the 
properties  which  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  under  review, 
and  an  addition  of  35  houses  must  be  made  to  the  number  of 
premises  on  which  works  have  been  completed  since  the  last  report, 
in  respect  of  properties  outstanding  at  end  of  1912.  The  total 
number  of  all  premises  on  which  works  have  been  completed  during 
the  year  is  therefore  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 
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The  following  are  the  principal  points  calling  for  notice  in 
connection  with  the  inspections  : — 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  numerous  storage  cisterns  have  been  found 
situate  over  W.Cs.,  and  often  without  any  protection  of  the  water 
supply  from  any  foul  air  from  the  W.C.  Action  has  been  taken 
in  all  such  cases,  either  to  remove  the  cisterns  to  more  suitable 
positions,  or  to  provide  new  airtight  ceilings  to  W.Cs.  In  several 
instances  a  water  supply  has  been  laid  on  to  W.Cs.  not  previously 
possessing  same,  and  many  old  and  defective  storage  cisterns  have 
been  replaced  with  new. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  Water  Closets  attached  to  much  of  the  small  property 
inspected  are  found  to  be  very  much  neglected,  and  in  dilapidated 
structural  condition,  in  some  cases  being  scarcely  fit  for  use,  having 
leaky  roofs,  and  frequently  leaky  cisterns  over,  bulging  walls,  doors 
and  frames  perished,  broken  seats,  defective  floors,  etc.,  and 
invariably  dark  and  dirty.  99  of  such  defective  buildings  have 
been  scheduled  during  the  year. 

Drainage, 

It  will  have  been  gathered  from  a  previous  portion  of  this  report 
that  the  year  has  been  prolific  in  the  discovery  of  defective  drainage 
systems,  in  many  instances  the  drains  of  whole  terraces  of  houses 
having  to  be  condemned.  The  defects  are  of  the  usual  character — 
absence  of  proper  joints,  broken  and  otherwise  defective  pipes, 
absence  of  intercepting  traps  and  means  of  ventilation,  and  in  almost 
all  cases  there  is  no  access  to  the  drains.  The  extent  of  this 
work  will  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  85  houses  have  been 
entirely  redrained  during  the  year,  as  the  result  of  the  inspections 
under  the  Housing  Regulations  (as  against  42  in  1912),  in  addition 
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to  which  {partial  reconstruction  of  drains  was  carried  out  on  24 
premises.  The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  premises  thus  dealt 
with  has  involved  a  great  deal  of  extra  time  being  taken  up  in  the 
work  of  supervision,  to  which  I  attach  considerable  importance,  and 
endeavour  to  see  that  all  the  work  carried  out  is  of  thoroughly  good 
character. 

Condition  of  Dwelling  Houses  as  to  Light,  Free  Circulation 

of  Air,  Dampness,  and  Cleanliness. 

A  considerable  number  of  houses  have  had  to  be  improved  in 
respect  of  the  matters  enumerated  in  this  heading.  In  fourteen 
houses  in  one  terrace  the  living  rooms  were  found  to  be  without 
either  direct  light  or  ventilation ;  additional  windows  opening  direct 
to  external  air  have  been  provided;  61  cases  of  defective  lighting 
or  ventilation  have  been  discovered  during  the  year.  A  large  number 
of  houses  have  had  slates  and  cement  horizontal  dampcourses 
inserted  in  walls  to  remedy  dampness  ;  in  many  cases  the  walls  were 
found  sodden  with  moisture  rising  from  the  foundations,  to  above 
the  wooden  dados  which  are  often  found  on  damp  walls.  The 
number  of  houses  requiring  internal  cleansing  has  also  increased  from 
76  to  94. 

Paving,  Draining’  and  Sanitary  Condition  of 

Yards  and  Outhouses. 

In  about  80  cases  the  yards  and  surroundings  of  houses  have 
been  found  to  be  in  unsatisfactory  condition.  The  yards  are  invariably 
reconstructed,  and  provided  with  concrete  and  cement,  or  asphalte 
paving  properly  drained,  and  the  advantage  of  clean  well-paved 
areas  adjoining  the  back  portion  of  premises  is  greatly  appreciated. 
Insanitary  outhouses  are  rarely  met  with,  these  mostly  comprising 
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small  wooden  coal  or  tool  sheds,  which  although  considerably 
disfiguring  the  premises,  do  not  usually  constitute  a  nuisance,  and 
your  Committee  are  reluctant  to  interfere  with  these  conveniences 
of  tenants. 

Deposit  of  Refuse  and  Ashes. 

Three  insanitary  brick  ashpits  have  been  abolished  during  the 
year,  and  71  cases  have  been  discovered  where  the  provision  for 
storing  refuse  has  been  unsatisfactory,  and  these  have  all  been 
required  to  provide  galvanised  iron  sanitary  dust-bins. 

Rooms  unfit  for  Habitation. 

Six  houses  were  found  during  the  year  in  such  a  state  as  to  be 
unfit  for  habitation,  and  37  separate  rooms  in  similar  condition.  In 
the  case  of  two  of  the  houses,  representations  were  made  to  the 
Council  by  your  Inspector,  and  Closing  Orders  were  made,  and 
have  become  operative.  The  other  4  houses  and  rooms  have  all 
been  rendered  fit  for  habitation  by  thorough  repair,  cleansing,  and 
renovating. 

Other  Defects, 

Various  defects  not  included  in  foregoing  classifiation  are 
frequently  encountered,  and  such  action  as  is  necessary  is  taken 
for  the  protection  of  the  health  of  the  District. 

Public  Health  Aet  1875. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  sanitary  reforms  effected  in  the 
district  continue  to  be  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  this  i\.ct, 
and  result  from  the  visits  of  your  Inspector  in  investigating 
complaints,  following  up  cases  of  infectious  disease,  &c.,  in  addition 
to  the  inspections  under  Housing  Regulations.  In  consequence  also 
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of  the  low  rental  value  of  property,  in  respect  of  which  the  Town 
Planning  Act  can  be  applied,  much  of  the  work  resulting  from  the 
house  to  house  inspection  has  to  be  effected  under  the  authority  of 
the  1875  Act. 

The  following  table,  arranged  as  in  previous  years,  will  show 
the  nature  of  the  principal  sanitary  improvements  effected  during 
the  year,  and  includes  all  matters  whether  arising  from  inspections 
under  Housing  Regulations,  or  as  the  result  of  special  visits  . — 


Remedial  Works  Executed. 


Nature  of  works  executed. 

Houses  (or  parts)  made  fit  for  habitation 

No. 

40 

,,  Dampness  remedied  ... 

86 

,,  Cleansed  and  renovated 

•  *  • 

89 

,,  Overcrowding  abated 

9  •  • 

3 

Yards  provided  with  impervious  paving 

•  •  • 

69 

,,  Dust  bins  provided  ... 

•  •  • 

58 

,,  Insanitary  ash  pits  removed 

»  »  • 

3 

Rain  water  pipes  improperly  acting  as  ventilating 
disconnected  from  drains  (Premises) 

shafts, 

77 

Drains,  chokages  cleared 

.  .  . 

2 1 

,,  defective,  repaired  or  portions  reconstructed 

9  *  • 

34 

,,  condemned,  and  new  drainage  systems 
complete 

laid 

«  •  9 

109 

,,  trapped 

<*  *  • 

63 

,,  inlet  and  outlet  ventilating  shafts  fixed 

. . . 

94 

,,  new  manholes  constructed 

108 

,,  new  gullies  fixed 

208 

W.Cs.  condemmed,  and  new  built  ••• 

•  •  • 

22 

„  new  pans  fixed  ...  ... 

«■  *  • 

105 

52 


W.Cs.  repaired,  lighted,  ventilated,  cisterns  repaired  or 

new  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ioi 

Various:  Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...several 

Stables  paved,  drained,  and  manure  pit  con¬ 
structed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Urinals  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  i 


Accumulations  of  refuse,  and  animals  improperly 

kept,  and  miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  numerous 

The  following  particulars  concerning  the  various  matters  dealt 
with,  and  included  in  foregoing  statement  will  be  of  interest:  — 

Drainage. 

During  the  year  the  entire  reconstruction  of  drainage  has  taken 
place  on  109  premises,  while  partial  reconstruction  has  also  been 
carried  out  on  34  additional  premises,  so  that  in  all,  143  dwelling 
houses  have  had  the  drainage  systems  overhauled,  and  put  into 
sound  condition. 

The  work  has  involved  the  laying  of  approximately  5,000  feet 
of  new  glazed  socket  pipe  drains,  the  construction  of  108  manholes ; 
63  intercepting  traps  have  been  fixed,  also  208  gully  traps,  and  94 
ventilating  shafts.  The  work  has  had  the  effect  of  considerably 
improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  dealt  with. 

The  following  list  will  show  the  locality  of  the  houses  to 
which  new  drainage  systems  have  been  constructed  during  the 


past  year  : — 

Albert  Road  ...  ...  21 

Brunswick  Park  *  ...  ...  5 

East  Barnet  Road  ...  ...  1 

East  Barnet  Village  ...  ...  2 

Edward  Road  ...  ...  21 
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Edward  Grove  ...  ...  5 

Hadley  Highstone  ...  ...  2 

Henry  Road  ...  ...  9 

Lancaster  Road  ...  ...  8 

Leicester  Road  ...  ...  6 

Lyonsdown  Road  ...  ...  2 

Margaret  Road  ...  ...  5 

Station  Road  ...  ...  1 

The  Triangle  ...  ...  1 

Victoria  Road  ...  ...  6 

Warwick  Cottages  ...  ...  14 

Total  ...  109 


It  will  be  noticed  the  distribution  of  these  houses  is  fairly 
widespread,  including  the  two  extreme  ends  of  the  district,  and 
occurring  in  no  less  than  16  roads.  The  Housing  Inspection  is 
responsible  for  85  of  these  cases,  and  other  inspections  24.  The 
list  forms  a  very  good  index  as  to  the  portions  of  the  district  where 
insanitary  conditions  prevailed,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
these  conditions  are  being  steadily  improved,  the  number  of  houses 
having  been  redrained  in  the  district  being  1911,  39;  1912,  60; 
1913,  109  ;  making  a  total  of  208.  These  figures  also  show  how  this 
section  of  the  work  is  increasing. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act  1901. 

The  condition  of  the  limited  number  of  Factories  and 
Workshops  in  the  district  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  Electric 
power  has  been  substituted  for  hand  power  in  one  of  the  factories, 
and  an  increased  number  of  persons  employed. 

Outworkers. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Factory  and 


Workshops  Act  several  lists  of  outworkers  residing  in  this 
district,  have  been  received  during  the  year,  from  persons 
employing  them  as  homeworkers.  These  lists  have  mostly  come 
through  the  office  of  the  Corporation  of  London,  and  other 
Metropolitan  Boroughs.  The  premises  specified  in  these  lists  have 
been  visited  by  your  Inspector,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
sanitary  conditions  under  which  the  work  is  being  done.  These 
were  in  all  cases  quite  satisfactory,  and  no  action  has  been 
necessary. 

Bakehouses. 

Numerous  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  bakehouses  in  the 
district  during  the  year,  which  continue  to  be  kept  in  satisfactory 
condition.  In  one  instance  defective  sanitary  arrangements  on 
bakehouse  premises  were  discovered,  and  notified  to  the  occupier, 
and  remedial  works  were  forthwith  carried  out.  No  further  action 
has  been  necessary.  There  are  nine  bakehouses  in  the  district. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

This  Act  is  administered  in  this  Council’s  district  through  one 
of  the  Inspectors  appointed  by  the  County  Council  for  that  purpose. 
I  have  been  supplied  with  the  following  information  as  to  samples 
of  articles  of  food  taken  for  analysis  from  retailers  within  this 


Council’s  area  during  1913,  viz.  : — 

Cream  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  6 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  4 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  1 

Self  Raising  Flour  ...  ..  2 

Epsom  Salts  ...  ...  3 

Camphorated  Oil  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...  21 
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All  the  samples  were  genuine  except  the  cream,  which  was 
adulterated  with  preservative.  No  proceedings  followed,  but  the 
vendor  was  cautioned  by  a  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

One  purveyor  of  milk  has  transferred  his  business  during  the 
year  to  a  new  tradesman,  who  has  been  duly  registered. 

The  number  of  premises  within  the  District  remains  as  before, 
viz  : — 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  ...  7 

Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  8 

The  promised  legislation  affecting  this  subject  has  not  yet 
matured.  Tn  the  meantime  the  local  Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of 
Milk  appear  to  be  plying  their  trade  with  due  regard  to  the  protection 
of  the  milk  supply  from  contamination,  and  no  action  has  been 
deemed  necessary  during  the  year  to  emphasise  this  need. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

The  four  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District  are  being  maintained 
in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any 
action  in  regard  thereto. 

Disinfection. 

The  practice  of  the  Council  to  disinfect  all  rooms,  free  of 
charge,  immediately  after  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  occurred 
therein,  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year,  the  following  cases 
having  been  dealt  with  in  this  way,  viz.  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  22 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  15 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  o 

The  disinfection  of  rooms  after  having  been  occupied  by 
persons  suffering  from  suspected  infectious  maladies,  or  after  deaths 
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having  occurred  in  same  from  Tuberculosis,  Cancer,  &c.,  is  carried 
out  by  my  department  on  request  of  the  occupiers,  and  numerous 
residents  have  taken  advantage  of  this  privilege  during  the  year. 

Rooms  in  which  infectious  disease  has  occurred  are  also 
required  to  be  thoroughly  stripped,  and  again  disinfected,  at  the 
expense  of  the  Landlord,  so  that  every  precaution  is  taken  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  disease. 

Numerous  persons  have  also  taken  advantage  of  the  facilities 
provided  by  the  Council  (by  arrangement  with  the  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital)  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  by  the 
steam  disinfector.  This  is  collected,  disinfected,  and  returned  free 
of  charge  to  residents  in  the  district,  so  that  every  effort  is  made  to 
encourage  the  thorough  disinfection  of  infected  articles. 

Schools^ 

The  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district  were  again  disinfected 
during  the  year,  at  the  expense  of  the  School  Managers. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  J.  ABBOTT,  P.A.S.I.,  &c., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  executed  in  1913, 


The  following  particulars  are  supplied  at  the  request  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  information  desired  has 
been  given  wherever  possible,  but  in  some  instances  the  items  are 
not  applicable  to  the  District  : 


Houses  ; 


Inspections. 

Number  of 
Premises.  Visits. 


Houses  inspected  in  routine...  ...  195 

,,  re-inspected  ...  ...  230 

„  inspected  on  complaint  ...  lnumerous 

,,  „  for  special  inquiry...  J  V  1,500 

„  „  after  infectious  disease  37 

Common  lodging  houses  inspected  ...  1 

Common  yards,  courts,  and  alleys  inspected  0 


A 

Schools : 

Visits  to  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  5 


Trade  Premises  : 


Bakehouses 

Laundries... 

Cowsheds  ... 

Milkshops... 

Ice  Cream  Shops 
Food  Manufactories 
Slaughter  Houses  ... 
Offensive  Trade  Premises 
Markets  ... 

Other  Factories 
„  Workplaces  ( 

,,  Workshops  / 

Visits  after  serving  notice 
„  to  works  in  progress 


9 

9 

7 

8 


\ 


4 

15 
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New  or  Remedial  Works, 

Houses  : 

Houses  erected  19  ;  re-built  ;  placed  in  habitable  repair  40. 
Houses  disinfected  50  ;  cleansed  89  ;  closed  2. 

Cellar  Dwellings  closed  0. 

Houses  demolished  0  ;  houses  in  which  overcrowding  abated  3. 
Walls,  damp  and  defective,  remedied  86. 

Roof,  guttering  or  spouting,  repaired  37. 

Windows  made  to  open,  lighting  improved,  ventilation  improved, 
61. 

Drainage  : 

Water-closets  to  new  houses  19  ;  to  old  houses  22. 

„  repaired  and  cleansed  101. 

„  supplied  with  water  5. 

Cisterns  and  flushing  apparatus  repaired  55. 

Pipes  disconnected  :  sink,  lavatory,  and  bath,  numerous. 

Urinals,  reconstructed  1. 

Drains,  newly  constructed  109  ;  repaired  34  ;  unstopped  21, 

„  tested  by  water  120  ;  by  smoke  280  ;  by  chemical  test  . 
Houses  connected  to  sewers  :  new  houses  19 ;  old  houses 
Cesspools  emptied  0. 

Water  : 

Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired  or  covered,  numerous. 

Yards : 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  69. 

Ashpits  removed  3 ;  sanitary  dustbins  provided  58. 

Accumulations  of  manure,  &c.,  removed  numerous. 

Erections  in  yards  removed  ;  cellar  areas  cleared 

Schools : 

Disinfected  5. 

Trade  Premises  : 

Factories,  ventilation  improved 

„  supplied  with  proper  closet  accommodation 
Workshops,  cleansed  or  limewashed 
Bakehouses  „  „ 

,,  underground,  closed  or  ventilation  improved 


Food  : 

Carcases  inspected  ;  condemned  or  partly  so 
Tinned  foodstuffs  inspected  ;  condemned 
Other  foodstuffs  inspected  ;  condemned 
Samples  of  food  and  drugs  taken  15 ;  of  milk  taken  6. 
Convictions  for  adulteration  or  otherwise  0. 
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Various  : 

Cases  in  which  infected  bedding  destroyed  1. 

Canal  boats  inspected  ;  number  of  contraventions 

Fruit-pickers’  huts  inspected 

Temporary  or  movable  dwellings  inspected 

Birds  and  animals  improperly  kept  removed,  cases 

Clerical  and  Legal  Work  : 

Letters  written,  numerous. 

Notices  served,  informal  124  ;  statutory  3. 
Summonses  issued  0. 

Convictions  0. 


i 
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;  numbers 
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Wi.  Wi.  Morgan, 

frinter, 

Befo  garnet. 


